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mittee above referred to, the inability of 
the committee to meet incurred expenses 
except through the fiscal routine provided 
for on October 4 and 18, 1917, was consid- 
ered and the following vote was passed: 
That the American Security and Trust 
Company as treasurer, is authorized and 
requested, from the A. L. A. War Service 
moneys in its hands, to transfer to the 
credit of the War Service committee, 
George B. Utley, executive secretary, the 
sum of $2,000, to be used to meet general 
expenses of the committee not justly 
chargeable to the fund voted to the credit 
of the War Service Fund, Herbert Putnam, 
general director; bills covering such ex- 
penses to be approved by the chairman of 
the committee, and checks to be drawn 
and signed by George B. Utley, executive 
secretary. 

The Executive Board by unanimous vote 
ratified the above vote of the War Service 
committee. 

No further business coming before the 
Board, it adjourned at 4 : 30 p. m. 



The members of the Board were the 
guests at luncheon of Dr. Putnam, who, 
after the luncheon, at the invitation of the 
president of the Association, gave an in- 
formal general survey of the progress and 
present status of the Library War Serv- 
ice, of which he is the general director. 
Dr. Putnam, at the request of the presi- 
dent, also sat with the Board during a 
portion of the afternoon session. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON IMPORTA- 
TIONS 

(Presented to the Executive Board, 
Jan. 2, 1918.) 
In its report at the Louisville Confer- 
ence, the committee on Importations an- 
nounced the termination of the British per- 
mit arrangement and the release of books 
and periodicals of enemy origin held at 
Rotterdam for American institutions. To 
secure similar action for post parcels de- 
tained in London was indicated to be the 
committee's next concern. 



The desired action has been taken by 
the Foreign Office, as appears from a Note 
dated September 24, 1917, addressed to 
Ambassador Page by Mr. Balfour, stating 
that "instructions have now been issued to 
the competent authorities that all books 
of enemy origin now detained in this coun- 
try, whatever their nature, which have not 
yet been formally seized and confiscated, 
shall be forwarded to the United States 
of America provided they are destined for 
universities or public institutions." 

The committee then indicated that it 
had to mark time till the pending Trading- 
with-the-enemy Act was disposed of by 
Congress. This Act became law October 
6, and a Presidential order six days later 
prescribed the method of its enforcement. 
A War Trade Board was set up, and, for 
commerce, direct or indirect, with the en- 
emy or his allies, a license from this 
Board was declared necessary. 

The committee's action thereafter is 
made clear in the following circular which 
they sent to twenty-four leading import- 
ers, with authorization and request that 
they communicate its text to their client 
institutions: 

The British Foreign Office has given in- 
structions to release all publications of 
enemy origin in detention, so far as they 
are addressed to universities or public in- 
stitutions of the United States, and has an- 
nounced the termination of the permit 
arrangement. Accordingly, parcels held 
in London may be expected at any time, 
but shipments stored at Rotterdam, while 
now on shipboard there, must await the 
conclusion of the embargo negotiations 
with Holland. A solution is declared im- 
minent. 

As to material accumulated in Germany, 
the committee can have nothing as yet to 
say, except that they have no reason to 
suppose that it is not safe and may not 
remain so. 

We now turn to the future. Our opera- 
tions hereafter fall under the control of 
the Trading-with-the-enemy Act. Com- 
merce with Germany or its allies is un- 
lawful except under Government license. 

To save the time of all concerned and 
to avoid confusion this committee applied 
to the War Trade Board for a blanket li- 
cense in behalf of the American Library 
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Association. This has been granted in the 
following terms: 

"Universities, colleges and public insti- 
tutions of approved character, or their 
duly accredited agents, to import, subject 
to Government censorship and control, 
and obedient to a procedure to be ap- 
proved by the Department of State, such 
publications, especially those of serial 
character, issued in Germany or in coun- 
tries allied with Germany, as may with 
reasonable assurance be considered likely 
to assist important work of research in 
science and scholarship without in any 
way involving the safety of the United 
States or hindering the successful prosecu- 
tion of the war — the American Library As- 
sociation pledging its assistance in keeping 
the lists within the strictest limits of pro- 
priety." 

Responsibility is thus shifted to the De- 
partment of State. It is found sympathetic 
and ready to render a reasonable service. 
But the responsibility is first upon us. 
Our first concern is to win the war, and 
we have no right to divert the Govern- 
ment's energy into unprofitable channels. 
Let our requests be well within the defini- 
tion and even postponed if no serious in- 
convenience is entailed. This means the 
excision, for example, of the popular, the 
' theological and the historico-political, be- 
cause the "first is unworthy of the time, 
and the others the favorite avenue of the 
propagandist. .The perils of transporta- 
tion and the 'possible detentions of the 
censor are not to be forgotten. 

First, then, subscriptions to the period- 
icals of 1918. The Department asks this 
committee to assemble for it immediately 
the lists of desired orders. Will you, there- 
fore, make up for each of the American 
agents whom you desire to patronize a 
strictly alphabetical list of the periodicals 
required, numbering the titles consecutive- 
ly in the left margin, and mail a copy 
(naming the agent who is to fill it) to the 
secretary of this committee, within twen- 
ty-four hours, if possible, after the receipt 
of this circular. The list sent to the agent 
constitutes an order made conditional 
upon its approval by the Department of 
State and the agent's subsequent demon- 
stration of ability to obtain the goods from 
Germany. Only then may payment right- 
ly be made. 

With the lists established, a procedure 
will be worked out with the agents wherer 
by their orders will get the safe-conduct 



of the diplomatic pouch, and the material 
be distributed by them after inspection. 
Bear in mind that neither the Depart- 
ment of State nor the committee assumes 
any financial responsibility in the transac- 
tion. Your dealings and correspondence 
are to be with your agents. We merely 
safeguard and assist. 

Two cautions: (1) We are concerned 
now with periodical subscriptions only — 
not exchanges, not monographic series, 
not books. Of them, anon. (2) Immediate 
dispatch of your lists to the secretary of 
the committee and to your agents is all 
important. 

Prank P. Hill, Chairman. 
E. H. Anderson, 
C. W. Andrews, 

M. Llewellyn Raney, Secretary. 
Committee on Importations. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Dec. 5, 1917. 

With the lists now in, the importers' 
composite orders of approved titles are 
about to be sent abroad by the Department 
of State and appropriate instructions is- 
sued to American consular agents. If Ger- 
many allows the material to come out — 
and that is problematical — it will reach 
the United States under Government con- 
trol, and be censored before being turned 
over to the agents for dispatch to institu- 
tions. 

With periodical subscriptions out of the 
way, the committee may then turn its at- 
tention to books, monographic series and 
exchanges, about which libraries will in 
due course receive advice. 

Thus the American Library Association 
has received a marked vote of confidence 
both from the War Trade Board and the 
Department of State, which have adopted 
its program without change, acting at 
once and inviting its aid to carry the 
scheme through. 

Frank P. Hill, Chairman, 
E. H. Anderson, 
Clement W. Andrews, 
M. L. Raney, Secretary, 
Committee on Importations. 
Dec. 29, 1917. 



